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Emansive -Greg Vaught, corroborated by Jeff Fereday

A Tale of Neologism Being herein a history of the
creation and dissemination of a new word. The
following is based on “true” “facts” as nearly as they
can be recalled by the participants. It was sometime
in the 1966-67 Borah school year when the vision of
the Junior Class Cabinet - to ascend the slopes of Mt.
Borah and claim dominion by planting the class flag
— was cruelly dashed by none of us being
mountaineers, our not having a class flag, and
parents. Determined to find another way to
demonstrate the inherent superiority of the Class of
‘68, the participants felt that the existing adjectives in
the English vocabulary were far too limited in
superlatives to characterize us. The task of filling the
void fell to class president Greg Vaught and vice
president Jeff Fereday. Intense discussion ensued
during an evening session at an undisclosed location
in Randolph-Robertson. The parties broke for the
evening, and, as recounted by Jeff, when they met
again at school the next day Greg simply announced
that the word was “emansive.” The derivation is
somewhat unclear, but Greg recounts tossing several
words such as immense, eminent, and massive into
the mental blender and pressing “purée.” After that, it
simply required a 1960s version of cyber warfare,
colluding to insinuate the word into everyday speech
and writing, to lead the general public into accepting
it as a real word. And indeed, who is to say it is not?
English is nothing if not a living, breathing language,
and someday emansive may yet find its way into
Merriam-Webster or even the Oxford English
Dictionary. Give it another fifty years.

"The quality of students at Borah stands out in my
career-I loved the Class of 1968!
I will toast you at 8pm!" -Terry Conley

Resources:

www.borah1968.com - the class website, where you'll find
photos (old and new), classmate biographies, a memorial page
for those we've lost and much more.
www.facebook.com/groups/815510308557237/ - Facebook
is a great way to share photos and current happenings, as well as
reminisce about the old days.
www.classmates.com/yearbooks/Borah-High-
School/192299 - Classmates.com provides access to our
yearbooks, if you don't have one at home.

"Look what you've already come through! Don't
deny it. Say I'm stronger than | thought | was."
-Maya Angelou

"The Boomers will eventually have to accept that it
is not possible to stay young forever or stop aging.
But it is possible, by committing to show up for
others in community after community, to earn a
measure of immortality." -Eric Liu
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The reunion committee would like to acknowledge
Paula Carlson Weir for her unremitting efforts to
connect 1968 class members. Paula established the
website in 2003 after the 35™ reunion and has
updated the contents consistently since then. In her
usual self-effacing style, Paula does not ask for
accolades, but simply updated information from all
of us. Here is just an example of how Paula has kept
us in the loop:

Creating our website, keeping it maintained,
tracking lost classmates, changing addresses and
emails, posting pictures, writing an overview after
each reunion, creating our registration forms,
tracking our registration forms, sending out all

reunion information, adding bio’s to our website,
designing, and much, much more.

Thank you, Paula for the last 15 years of
commitment, steadfastness and tech know how.
Without your efforts, our Borah recollections would
have been lessened. Our gratefulness continues
into cyberspace and back. —Borah Class of 1968

"Impressed by 1968's spirit, academics, sports,
accomplishments, & parent support.
Kids wanted to be there!" -Ron Arnold

Scholarship Program -Denise Alexander Bittner

The Borah Class of 1968 celebrates its 50th reunion
this weekend knowing it is helping another
generation of Borah students. Raising more than
$35,000 from 45 classmates through the Boise Public
Schools Education Foundation, Borah's Class of
1968 has been the only class in the Treasure Valley
to have endowed a scholarship.

Already the endowment has supported three
students with $1,000 scholarships, paid directly to an
accredited non-profit college, community college, or
university in Idaho for tuition and fees. The Borah
recipient, selected by a committee of Borah teachers
and counselors, must be a full-time student who
demonstrates outstanding citizenship, a commitment
to study and education, and a high likelihood of
completing post-secondary education.

We realize what we have been able to accomplish
in life has been thanks, in part, to those who believed
in us, encouraged us, and challenged us. The Borah
Class of 1968 is paying it forward in one small but
mighty Borah Lion way, forever.
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